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St. Anthony JLOC presenting donation to the 
Calvert County Humane Society.  
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Members of the Board of Directors for the Archdio-
cese of Washington Ladies of Charity traveled to 
Norristown, PA to celebrate the newest Association in 
the LCUSA Mid-Atlantic Region. (continued on page 8) 
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Spiritual Advisor 

Rev. Michael Barth, S.T. 
gencust@trinitymissions.org  

 
Vincentian 

Spiritual Moderator 
Sister Claire Debes, D.C. 
Claire.debes@doc.org 

 
Vincentian 

Lay Spiritual Moderator 
Lucy Ann Saunders 

lers@rcn.com  
 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

President 
Deborah òDebbieó Self 

yourselfs@aol.com 
 
 

Vice President 
Jamila Stone 

jamilastone@aol.com 
 
 

Recording Secretary 
Donna Fisher 

Starr7564@verizon.net 
 
 

Corresponding Secretary 
Robin Hutchinson-Cole 
robinphc2@gmail.com 

 

 
Treasurer 

Mary Ann Tretler 
Mary_tretler@yahoo.com 

 
Immediate ADW  
Past President 

Viola Johnson-Robinson 
swmother1@gmail.com 

 

 
Junior LOC Co-Moderator  

Beverly Motley 
cbm460@aol.com  

  
 

Historian/ 
Junior LOC Co-Moderator 

Gloria Rose 
Gmrose128@verizon.net 

 
 

LCUSA Middle Atlantic  
Region Director 

Deborah òDebbieó Self 
yourselfs@aol.com 

 
 

LCUSA Former President  
Lucy Ann Saunders 

lers@rcn.com  
 
 

Newsletter Editor/ 
Website Manager 

Toni K. Gaines 
tkgaines@msn.com 

 

 
AREA PRESIDENTS: 

 
Calvert County 

Jean Sebold 
jeansebold77@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Charles County 
Margaret òPeggyó Campbell 
campbell16110@comcast.net 

 
 
 

District of Columbia 
Cynthia McFarlane 

mcfarlanes@comcast.net 
 
 
 

Montgomery County 
Maryann Rooney 

macroon4@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

Prince Georgeõs County 
Marie Turgeon 

matlocpgc@gmail.com  
 
 
 

Providence Hospital 
Theresa Cullinane 

tcullinane@rcn.com  

mailto:Sandra.Goldsborough@provhosp.org
mailto:lers@starpower.net
mailto:Gmrose128@verizon.net
mailto:macroon4@yahoo.com
mailto:cbm460@aol.com
mailto:cbm460@aol.com
mailto:cbm460@aol.com
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Last summer, I volunteered 

to be on the LOC ADW 
nominating committee 
along with two other La-
dies of Charity. We all 
made many calls to the 
Ladies, sent emails and 
talked at meetings in which 
we were able to obtain a 
Treasurer, Maryann Tretler 
(St. Hugh) and 2nd Vice 
President, Jamila Stone 
(OLPH). Donna Fisher (St. 
Margaret) stayed on as 

Recording Secretary.  So, I decided to take the Presi-
dentsõ position to allow the LOC Executive Board of 
the ADW to stay together.  So here I am, a member 
of St. Matthias LOC in Lanham for 20 years.  
 
When I was invited to become an LOC at my parish,  
I was elected the President.  I knew nothing about the 
organization, but I had a few other LOC to help me 
learn and I did over the many years.  Leadership is a 
difficult role for some and that is something we all 
need to try and overcome.  When being the leader, 
you are not alone.  There are experienced LOC al-
ways there to support you.  Please think of this when 
there is a need for Officers. 
 
Being a Lady of Charity has allowed me to focus on 
being prepared to help those we serve.  There are so 
many less fortunate in this area, each parish takes on 
what they can do.  Whether I work at my food pan-
try or feed the hungry at a Community Café, I al-
ways leave the places feeling so humble. 
 
As I close, my primary goal as President is communi-
cation.  At the LOC ADW meetings, I share with your 
Presidents what is happening here and nationally.  If 
not mentioned at your meetings, please ask them or 
email me. 

 
Much gratitude to all, 
 

Deborah Self 
Deborah òDebbieó Self 
2018-2020 President 
ADW LOC Board of Directors 
 
 

 

On Saturday, February 

2, 2019, Rev. Michael 
Barth, S.T., celebrated 
Mass, as the newly ap-
pointed Spiritual Advisor 
for the ADW LOC, in the 
chapel at St. Annõs Cen-
ter for Children, Youth 
and Families prior to the 
ADW Ladies of Charity 
Board Meeting held 
there. 
 
Father Mike was born in Berwick, PA but grew up 
mostly in Buffalo, New York. His journey to priesthood 
began when he was just a boy. òAs long as I can re-
member,ó he reflects, òI wanted to serve God and be 
a missionary. I can remember being in elementary 
school and hearing a talk about vocations. That talk 
inspired me to write several missionary congregations 
who advertised in The Catholic Messenger. Much to 
my parentsõ surprise, all sent priests to my home to 
speak with me. It was one of our Missionary Servants, 
Father John McSpiritt, who really caught my attention. 
Thanks to his inspired words, I entered our seminary 
in 1966 and was ordained a Missionary Servant 
priest in 1979. In between those years, I earned a 
Bachelorõs degree in Social Work and a Masterõs de-
gree in Theology.ó 
 
In May 2015, Fr. Mike was elected the General Cus-
todian of the Missionary Servants of the Most Holy 
Trinity. This leadership role is to ensure that the Con-
gregation stays true to the vision and spirit of Father 
Judge. In 2014, he was appointed director of the 
Shrine of St. Joseph in Stirling, New Jersey. Previ-
ously, he pastored missions in Cleveland, Ohio, and 
Camden, Mississippi. Besides serving on many non-
profit boards, Fr. Mike served as Vicar General of 
the Missionary Servants of the Most Holy Trinity from 
2003-2011. 
 
On behalf of the entire membership of the Associa-
tion of Ladies of Charity for the Archdiocese of 
Washington, the ADW Board of Directors welcome 
Fr. Mike as their new Spiritual Advisor. 
 

Submitted by: 
Debbie Self 

President, ADW LOC Board 
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A true Lady of Charity, Dr. 

Rita LaVerne Robinson tran-
sitioned to her heavenly re-
ward after a long period of 
illness.   
 
As a Lady of Charity she 
lived the virtues of visiting 
the sick.  She was involved 
and passionately advo-

cated for the Ladies of Charity Caregiving Services 
which started in Pittsburgh this past September.  Rita 
served on the National Committee and was advocat-
ing bringing the service to the Archdiocese of Wash-
ington.  She not only used her gifts of leadership and 
knowledge in serving the sick, she was an active par-
ticipant.   
 
She fed the hungry, she and her sister Carolyn also 
took food to people who were unable to come to the 
food pantry at her parish Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help.  òI was naked and you clothed meó, Rita was 
involved in providing clothes to those less fortunate 
through her parish and Catholic Charities.  
òImprisoned and you visited meó, Rita and her sis-
ter Carolyn were involved in the prison ministry help-
ing those returning home adjust to life not being 
locked up. 
 
If, you read her funeral program you would find out 
that she was a natural leader and she inspired her 
siblings and family to attend college and find their 
gifts in life.  She was so proud of her children and her 
husband, John who was her rock.  Rita sat on many 
boards.  All these things shaped who she became.  
 
God has a plan for all of us.  We may not have a 
Doctoral Degree or be an officer in our units, but we 
all can take serious the vows we took; when we were 
consecrated as Ladies of Charity to visit the sick, feed 
the hungry, clothe the naked and visit the imprisoned.  
May her life continue to be inspiration to others who 
serve as Ladies of Charity.                                                                                                          

 
 

                                                                                                         
 Submitted by: 

                                            Viola Johnson-Robinson                                                                                                            
Immediate Past President ADW Board 

 
 

 

My attendance at Rita Robin-

sonõs funeral liturgy on Janu-
ary 18 was a special grace 
for me.  During the course of 
the liturgy I kept realizing 
that in Rita I found a likeness 
to Blessed Rosalie Rendu , a 
Daughter of Charity who 
lived during several revolu-
tions in Paris in the 1800s, a 
time of serious political and 
social strife, working in one of 
the most destitute neighbor-
hoods of Paris all her life as a 
Daughter of Charity.  In those 
51 years Sister Rosalie, along 
with her community untiringly 
cared for, fed, visited, con-
soled and soothed others. She fought against injustice 
and poverty, awakened the conscience of those in 
power or those with money, she worked toward the 
education of the children and the youth of poor fami-
lies.  She studied the abilities of those she served, 
their level of instruction and found work to help them 
out of their difficulties.  Rita grew up in South East 
Washington and chose to remain there.  Her roots 
were there.  Her gifts could be used. 
 
Both petite women not only had deep faith in their 
God but their faith moved them to action, their faith 
who called them to make a difference.  They did this 
with trust and resourcefulness, courage and freedom. 
With energy and drive, both lifted people up be-
yond their expectations.      
 
When I listened to the testimonies given at Ritaõs fu-
neral liturgy and read the narrative about her in the 
program at her funeral, I was astounded by the 
many other avenues of social justice, commitment to 
education and mentoring the young, challenging oth-
ers especially the young to be the best they could be 
in addition to her service as a Lady of Charity.  She 
put her time and determination into everything she 
did as did Sister Rosalie.  They each used their per-
sonal gifts of intelligence, creativity, insight and bold-
ness of character.  
 
Blessed Rosalie saw needs and, gifted with a keen 
sensitivity, she once said;  óThere is something that is 
  

(continued on next page) 
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choking me and takes away my appetiteé the 
thought that so many families lack breadéó  Sister  
Rosalie knew what she was called to do (I was hungry 
and you gave me to eat.) and this conviction 
grounded her and directed her actions.   
 
That was Rita.  She was who she was.  She was 
grounded in her beliefs, comfortable in her own 
shoes and as a woman of faith compelled to act.   
During the liturgy, I recalled the dream Sister Rosalie 
shared toward the end of her life with  Armand de 
Melun, a friend and collaborator, who later became 
her first biographer.  ò One night I dreamed that I 
stood at the judgment seat of God.  God received 
me with great severity and was about to pronounce 
my sentence when, suddenly, I was surrounded by an 
immense crowd of people carrying old boot, shoes, 
and hats.  The crowd of people presented Sister 
Rosalieõs gifts to God saying:  She was the one who 
gave us all these things.  Then Jesus Christ turned to-
ward me and said: òbecause you gave all these sec-
ond-hand clothes in my name, I open Heaven to you.  
Enter for all eternity.    
 
I suspect that Rita would not have feared that God 
would have treated her with severity, but I do be-
lieve that God said to Rita as she entered the 
pearly gates:  Rita I was hungry and you gave me 
to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me to drink, I 
was naked and you clothed me.  (Mathew: 25)  
 
Rita, you took the gifts that I gave you and became 

the first-generation college graduate in your fam-
ily. You took your education seriously.  Through 
sharing the fruits of your education, you inspired 
others, mentored others.  You raised the standards 
of education in the schools you administered and 
taught other teachers and counselors to do the 
same. You taught young people to believe in them-
selves and to use the gifts that God gave to them. 
 
 You used your influence in political, social, and 
cultural circles. Come, Rita, letõs celebrate with all 
other likeminded people who are now receiving 
their reward in heaven. And by the way, I want to 
introduce you to Sister Rosalie Rendu who is up 
here with Me.  She was in so many ways just like 
you.  Come receive your reward.   
 
Blessed Rosalie once said:    A Vincentian follower 
must be like a milestone on a street corner where all 
those who pass by can rest and lay down their heavy 
burden.   May we, Vincentian followers, also be 
like milestones on a street corner where all who 
pass by can lay down their heavy burdens.   
 
I encourage each of you to take some time to deter-
mine the gift that Rita personally gave to you.  What did 
you admire in her?  What one of her qualities chal-
lenges you to be a better Lady of Charity?   
 

Submitted by: 
Sr. Claire Debes, D.C. 

Vincentian Spiritual Moderator ADW LOC 

Dr. Rita L. Robinson will forever be remembered as a member of the Ladies 

of Charity (LOC) at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church (OLPH).  Rita 
joined our association in 2002.  In 2007, she stepped up in the leadership 
role as OLPH LOC President serving from 2007-2010.  After serving at the 
unit level for several years, she was asked to join the Archdiocese of Wash-
ington (ADW) Ladies of Charity Board of Directors as 1st Vice President in 
2010.  In 2012, Rita lead the ADW Board as President serving from 2012-
2014.  She continued in her leadership role with the LOC by serving as the 
Mid-Atlantic Regional Vice President from 2012-2016 whose position has a 
seat on the National Board, commonly known as Ladies of Charity of the 

United States of America (LCUSA).  Rita served on several committees for the LCUSA Board, most notably Ad-
vocacy Against Human Trafficking; Co-Chair for the 2012 National Assembly held in Washington, DC; and, 
LCUSA Caregiving Services, Inc.  Aside from being very active in the LOC organization at all levels, Rita was a 
loyal and active member of OLPH Church all her life.  She shared her talents as President of the Parish Council; 
Evangelization Committee; Welcoming Home Ministry; OLPH Womenõs Ministry; Blessed Virgin Mary Sodality; 
Cursillo Movement; Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion; all while working tirelessly with the Food Pantry; 
Feeding the Homeless; and, Annual Christmas Project of the OLPH LOC.  Iõm sure Rita was met with open arms 
at the Gates of Heaven by Our Lord and Savior for all her shared time, talent and treasure done in HIS name. 
May her soul rest in eternal peace.            

 Submitted by:  Toni K. Gaines 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church 

Washington, DC 
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The Junior Ladies of Charity at St. Anthony of 

Padua in North Beach raised funds for the 
Humane Society of Calvert County.  The girls 
made and sold homemade dog  biscuits as a 
fund raiser in support of the much needed 
care the Society gives to the animals.  Below 
are photos of the juniors visiting the Society 
to present the check. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Submitted by: 

Susan King 
St. Anthony JLOC Moderator 

The Junior Ladies of Charity at St. Anthony of 

Padua Church, North Beach located in Cal-
vert County, MD presenting cookies to troop-
ers at the Maryland State Police Barrack in 
Prince Frederick, MD.  The girls also pre-
sented cookies to the Calvert County Sheriffõs 
Department on the same day.  It was called 
"Cookies for the Cruisers".  They did it as a 
way of saying thank you for their service in 
our community.   

 
 
 

 
Submitted by: 

Susan King 
St. Anthony JLOC Moderator 


